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Accuracy of the OFDA2000 
Definition of Accuracy: How close you are on average to the reference or “true” result. 
 
 

• Accuracy can be defined as how close you are on average to the reference or “true” result. In practice 
we must use IWTO core testing of a complete lot as the "true" result. However, because all individual 
results have a degree of random error associated with them, we have to look at comparing averages 
over several lots to get a true estimate of accuracy 

 
• On average, we expect on-farm estimates for lots to agree with the core tests within ± 0.2 µm, but 

individual comparisons will vary by as much as ± 0.8 µm.  Similar performance is achieved by BOTH 
current on-farm systems. * 

 
• Normally the agreement is better for the lots in the middle of the diameter range on any property.  The 

finer lots will almost always have coarser results when core-tested, irrespective of which fleece testing 
method is used. 

 

Grower expectations on individual lots versus 
core tests - 143 comparisons in New Zealand in 

2001
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* Published data: Baxter, B. P. (2001). On-farm classing of animals & fleeces with the OFDA2000 Wool Technology and Sheep Breeding 49(2): 133-155; and 
Humphries, W., L. Vuckovic, W. A. Aspros, et al. (2001). Sirolan Fleecescan: Performance and Benefits of In-Shed Individual Fleece Testing. IWTO, CTF04, 
Shanghai 
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